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(57) [ABSTRACT] 
[OBJECT] 

The object of the present invention is to provide a 
video on demand apparatus capable of decreasing the 
10 utilization charge for the user by inserting the commercial 
advertisement . 
[STRUCTURE] 

The user designates the presence and the frequency 
of the commercial advertisement when the user begins to use 

15 the video on demand apparatus. Then, the user stores the 
information in the individual information storing apparatus . 
The merge apparatus reads out the movie information from 
the movie information recording apparatus to put the movie 
on the screen and inserts the commercial advertisement, which 

20 is read out from the advertisement information storing 
apparatus, in a predetermined place in the movie film on 
the basis of the advertisement display information stored" 
in the individual information storing apparatus, which is 
selected by the user. 
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[Claim 2] 

A video on demand apparatus according to claim 1, 
wherein, on the case that the user selects the display of 
the advertisement according to said advertisement selection 
5 operation, said video on demand apparatus further performs 
a questionnaire survey with respect to a desired 
advertisement field, has individual information storing 
means to record the result and distributes and broadcasts 
the advertisement in the corresponding field in accordance 
10 with said result of the questionnaire survey in addition 
to the movie information. 

[0005] 

[SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION] 

15 In order to attain the above object, according to the 

present invention, upon storing the movie to be distributed 
in the video on demand, a time mark is provided in the 
appropriate place of the movie screen and the time mark is 
stored together with the movie information . In the case that 

20 this time mark is detected upon broadcasting the movie, it 
is determined that this time mark fits a predetermined 
requirement or not. Then, when it fits the requirement, the 
advertisement is displayed in the movie film. 
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[0022] 

[ Second embodiment] 

Next, a second embodiment of the present invention 
will be explained. The present embodiment is a modification 
5 of the first embodiment - The ob j ect of the present embodiment 
is to heighten an effect of the advertisement by having the 
user to replay with reference to the information of the 
advertisement field, which is desiredby the user, in addition 
to the information regarding the presence and the frequency 
10 of the advertisement. The difference between the present 
embodiment and the first embodiment will be described with 
reference to Figs. 1 to 6 below. 
[0023] 

According to the first embodiment, when the user begins 
15 to use the VOD server 13, it is selected whether the 
advertisement should be presented in the movie or not after 
selecting the movie and consequently the frequency of the 
advertisement is selected. Then, these selecting results 
are recorded in the individual information storing apparatus 
20 5 and the individual information temporarily storing 
apparatus 7. On the other hand, according to the present 
embodiment, after ^selecting the presence of the 
advertisement, a menu to inquire the information of the 
advertisement field, which is desired by the user, is 
25 displayed and the selecting result is recorded in the 
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individual information storing apparatus 5 and the 
individual information temporarily storing apparatus 7 . 
Consequently, a menu to select the frequency of the 
advertisement is displayed as well as the first embodiment. 
5 This selecting result is recorded in the individual 
information storing apparatus 5 and the individual 
information temporarily storing apparatus 7. The turn to 
display the menu for selecting the advertisement field and 
the turn to display the menu for selecting the frequency 
10 of the advertisement may be reversed. Alternatively, the 
display of the menu for selecting the advertisement field 
and the display of the menu for selecting the frequency of 
the advertisement may be performed simultaneously. 
[0024] 

15 When the frequency and the field of the advertisement 

are completely selected, the image distributing controlling 
apparatus 6 begins to broadcast the movie. The control of 
the movie broadcast is as same as that of the first embodiment . 
Alternatively, the determination of the timing to display 

20 the advertisement is also as same as that of the first 
embodiment. The present embodiment is different from the 
first embodiment is only in that the content of the 
advertisement to be displayed is selected with reference 
to the individual information temporarily storing apparatus 

25 7. This point, will be described below. The image 
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distributing controlling apparatus 6 also transmits the 
information regarding the C field, which is selected by the 
user, to the merge apparatus 8 before beginning to broadcast 
the movie in addition to the information regarding the 
5 presence and the frequency of the advertisement. When the 
merge apparatus 8 detects M5 from the time mark Ml during 
the movie has been broadcasted, the merge apparatus 8 
temporarily stops the readout of the movie information from 
the movie information storing apparatus 12 and shifts to 

10 the display of the advertisement . At the same time , the merge 
apparatus 8 gives the instruction to the movie information 
controlling apparatus 11, controls the advertisement 
information storing apparatus 9 to read out the advertisement 
information, which corresponds to the user' s desired field, 

15 from the advertisement information storing apparatus 10 and 
displays the advertisement information, which is read out, 
from the movie distributing apparatus 2 to the VOD terminal 
1. In this case, for example, as the advertisement 
information, which corresponds to the user' s desired field, 

20 the advertisement may be displayed on the basis of the 
information of the filed, which was selected in past times, 
in addition to the information, which is inputted this time. 
Alternatively, also in the case that the user does not 
designate the advertisement field, the advertisement may 

25 be displayed on the basis of the information of the filed, 
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which was selected in past times, 
[0025] 

In this way, the advertisement is displayed during 
the movie has been broadcasted. As the effective 
5 advertisement means, the display of the advertisement in 
accordance with the filed, which is desired by the user, 
enables the effect of the advertisement to be increased. 
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